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Chronc ology: of Events Leeding to UN eee 
Sf Space Vehieles 


Z have feviewed the chrenology prepared by State on 
the geferenced eubject. 


The most significant Ltea te ma is that there mas no 
 esordination in the preparation of the draft resolution with 
anyone im the Defense Department er in the CIA familiar with 
seme of cur mest important spece programs. The resolution 

was prepared, introduced, and edepted witheut the kmewledge 

ef people in DOD or CIA ubo — ze esporsible for thease programs. 
Za the meantime, in accordancs with policy guidance, we had 
nioved in the direction ‘of Odie dess and less information 
ralative to our military space launches, A new press policy 
was indtiated with our launch ef 22 December 1961, An ime= 
madiete inguizy cama fron John Pinney ef the Raw York Times 
ashing fer the vatienale between this new press policy and 

our position on the satellite registration question im the U.N. 
Thie wes my firer imowledge that such a reselution had bean 
prepared, introduced, and adepted. 


Subsequently, as a gesule of inquiry anto the matter, | 
wa were asked im early January Zor our opinieas as to what 
information chould be included in the regisary. It ia true, 
ag the chronology states, that oa 12 Januery 1962 ws agreed 
with the view that the U.S. should take the lead in reperting 
objects, but the motivation fer this, not im the chronclogy, 
was thac co the maximm extent poscible, given oe bad situation, 
we sheald now take tha initiative im establishing the fomnat 
ef the registry rather than have 2 completely untenable Sern 
peeseribed either by the ON, or the Goviets. I sedil considar 
this, at beat, a holding action, simee the question ef fomast 
Will undevbeedly agein be raieed and almost eertaialy im the 
divecticn ef ere t sing additional information » which is bound 
to be @ soures of embarxagsment te us. | 
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it te also not clear from the chronology that vo wore 
strongly opposed to expasding the segistry information at a 
later date to @nelude the vegistratioa ef all satellites 
launched imto exbit, and I aa sure you will geeall the 
Special Group meeting im regard to this matter, However, as 
you will alse recall, the 0. &. Representative to the U.N. 
€ele that we were subject to exitiedem 4£ ehis action were 
net taken o » hence the subsequent decision te liet all launches 
but with the casprenise to delete orbital data information en 
shertelived satellites. 


in sumessy then, ay ‘feeling ie thet is chronology of 

a this maceer : really eusunta te actions — Lime the ‘deleterious 
impact o£ the initisl tesolution which was prepared 

: i exvdination with people om wnose programs Ts 
iaplencatetion weutld have the greatest impact. This was done 
althout appreciation of ite potential effect on national 
security or of the embarrassment that might result for 0, 8. 
gapresentatives im international discussions vhere the full 
impact of this action could be profivably exploited by the 
Soviets in furthering their obvious aim of preventing 
making diffievlt the Leunchiag of such sateliftes, Reeeat 
developments in cody » Tather ee but regrettably, 
fustazy thie concer 
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